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F rederick James Downs, age 57 of Lewes, DE passed away unexpectedly on

Thursday, May 4, 2017. He was born September 28, 1959 in Philadelphia, PA,
son of the late Frederick James and Nancy Pinto Downs.

Fred was a Villanova University graduate and worked at Handy and Harman Company in
Camden, DE as a Human Resources Director. He was a member of the Wandendale Hunt Club,

Ducks Unlimited, and the Elks Lodge 2540. Fred was a leader and very active in Troop 2540 Boy
Scouts of America for many years and mentored countless youths during this time. He enjoyed

hunting, boating, and spending time with family and friends.

Fred was a loving father and brother and is survived by a son, Lee A. Downs and a daughter,
Alexandra M. Downs, both of Lewes, DE. Former wife, Tina Ballas Downs and mother-in-law Joan

Brohawn. 2 sisters: Margueritte Downs Mertz ( John), and Nancy A. Crass (Keith).

Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Friday, May 12, 2017 at 11:00 AM at St. Jude The
Apostle Catholic Church, 152 Tulip Drive, Lewes, DE where friends may visit one hour prior to

mass. Friends may also visit on Thursday evening May 11, 2017 from 6 - 8 PM at the Parsell
Funeral Homes & Crematorium, Atkins-Lodge Chapel, 16961 Kings Highway, Lewes, DE.

Interment will be private.

Memorial contributions may be made in Mr. Downs name to Troop 2540, to any County Bank in
Sussex County.

Please sign the online guestbook located on this site.

FLORIST NOTE: PLEASE DELIVER ALL FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS BY 10 AM THURSDAY,

MAY 11, 2017 TO OUR LEWES LOCATION.

Obituary Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8, 1 959  -  MAY  4, 2 0 1 7

PAGE 3 OF 24



Visitation

Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium-

Atkins-Lodge Chapel

16961 Kings Highway, Lewes DE 19958

Visitation

St. Jude The Apostle Catholic  Church

152 Tulip Drive, Lewes DE

Mass of  Christian Burial

St. Jude The Apostle Catholic  Church

152 Tulip Drive, Lewes DE

Events Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

Thursday,May 11, 2017

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM ET

Friday,May 12, 2017

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM ET

Friday,May 12, 2017

11:00 AM ET
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

LI

Tina  Downs May 13 at 8:56 PM

Thank you for your kind, beautiful words Lisa.

Lisa  posted:

Our memory is of a beautiful family, Fred, Tina, Lee and Alex. Our children have grown up side by

side and whenever our paths have crossed over the years, the Downs were always there -

friends with a smile and always a kind word. Fred was a positive role model for many of the boys

in Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts, including my own son. His impact of knowledge and kindness on

the youth in our community is something that remains and continues on. Rest In Peace our friend.

- Lisa, Anthony, Natasja, Shelby, AJ and Tristan

May 13 at 7:17 AM

SK

Margueritte Mertz May 17 at 5:49 AM

Nancy Crass May 14 at 2:58 AM

Beautiful sentiments. Thank you.

Sue Kovalevich posted:

Rest In Peace my dear friend. You touched the lives of many with kindness and being a friend to

all who knew you. Your memory will live in all of us ! Till we meet again ❤️

May 13 at 5:20 AM

NC

DH

Nancy Downs Crass May 13 at 2:40 AM

Dave, Fred was everything to my sister and I. We are comforted by your sweet and kind

words. Grateful that he shared a wonderful friendship with you. Heartbroken. Thank you for

your thoughtfulness.

Dave Holey posted:

Fred Downs - RIP my friend. Fred was a very good man- godfather to my daughter. Always did

what was right and a good friend to all.

May 12 at 3:11 PM

NC
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

MD

Margueritte Mertz May 18 at 9:39 AM

Thanks, Maribeth. Your kindness and sympathy are deeply appreciated.

Tina  Downs May 13 at 9:01 PM

Thank you Maribeth. It's hard to believe that less than a year ago Fred and I went on that

amazing vacation with you and our coworkers. I'll always remember the wonderful times

our families had together. Love, Tina

Nancy Downs Crass May 13 at 2:42 AM

Thank you Maribeth. He was such a good man, happy that he shared good times with your

family. - Nancy

Maribeth Dockety posted:

The Dockety family shares in your sadness, as we considered Fred, a good friend.We have had

the pleasure of spending time with both families over the years as well as watching Lee and Alex

grow up along with Taylor.It was just last year at this time, that I was hanging out with Tina and Fred

in Cuba... a professional development trip for the college. That was an amazing time and Fred

was our "cigar" guru and helped everyone who was purchasing them to get just the right ones.I

also know Fred from the Human Resources profession and will miss those conversations we

shared over the years.Rest in Peace, Fred and to the families, please know you continue to be in

our thoughts and prayers.Maribeth, Grant and Taylor

May 12 at 7:33 AM

NC

MA

Nancy Downs Crass May 13 at 2:49 AM

Fred loved working for Handy - and felt his colleagues as friends. We are heartbroken and

will miss him always. Marisa, he surely believed in your abilities as Fred was extremely

particular about who he endorsed. Continued prayers for all at HH who ministered to Fred

on the day of his passing. Thank you.- Nancy

Marisa  A. posted:

I only knew Fred for about a year, he hired me to be the admin and Micro Tube. In that time I grew

to like and respect Fred very much. He was such a nice guy and he had more faith and confidence

in my abilities than I did. I remember when Micro Tube was finally sold to Wytech Fred told me he

gave them such a good recommendation of me that I could run for governor, lol. I'll never forget

the sound of his voice when he called the office, he would say "how are you young lady, it's Fred",

every time, it made me smile. I can't believe he's gone. My heart goes out to his family.

May 12 at 6:40 AM

NC
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

LW

Margueritte Mertz May 14 at 2:32 AM

Louise, we understand completely and know you were there in spirit. We took great

comfort in the love and support of our cousins.

Nancy Downs Crass May 13 at 2:50 AM

Thank you.

Louise Walters posted:

Even though I can't be with you today you are very much in my thoughts and prayers. Fred was a

great guy and will be missed by many. Hugs to you all. ❤️

May 12 at 3:45 AM

NC

TB

Margueritte Mertz May 14 at 2:33 AM

Terry, so many memories from your days of working with Fred. We appreciate your kindness

more than you know.

Nancy Downs Crass May 12 at 2:27 AM

Terry, Fred enjoyed working with you and spoke of you often when he was involved with

George's. Thank you so much for your kind words, they bring comfort to our family. We are

heartbroken.

Terr  Butler  lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

TO THE FAMILY, I PRAY THAT  GOD COMFORT  YOU ALL DURING THIS SAD TIME.

FRED AND I WORKED TOGETHER AT  GEORGES CHECK CASHING FOR MANY

YEARS. HE WAS VERY INSPIRATIONAL IN MY LIFE AND I HAVE LEARNED MANY

WORK ETHNICS FROM HIM. TRULY I WILL MISS HIM. GOD BLESS TERRY BUTLER

May 12 at 1:19 AM

NC

CA

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:17 PM

Thank you Cathy.

Cathy posted:

Rest In Peace my love. God bless your family.

May 11 at 11:34 AM
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

GJ

Margueritte Mertz May 14 at 2:35 AM

Many thanks, Ghama. Our family is so appreciative of those who truly cared about him.

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:16 PM

Thank you Ghama. Fred loved working with you, the Boss Lady. He had so many fond

memories of his years at Allen's.

Ghama  S. Joseph posted:

Peace be Thy Soul "Boss Man". Fred and I worked together at Allen's Family Foods as he was my

supervisor. As he always called me "Boss Lady" and I called him "Boss Man". Life is, indeed, short

and must cherish every minute of it. My prayers and thoughts are with the Family.

May 11 at 10:23 AM

JL

Margueritte Mertz May 14 at 2:38 AM

Thank you, Joe. Fred so enjoyed working with you. We loved him to the moon and stars

and your kind words help ease the immeasurable pain of his loss.

Nancy Downs Crass May 12 at 2:30 AM

Joe, Fred valued your friendship a great deal. Thank you for your kind words. We will miss

him forever.

Tina  Downs May 11 at 10:57 PM

Thank you Joe. Fred had fond memories of the two of you working together.

Joe Lembo posted:

Fred and I worked together at MBank and American Express. We commuted together to work from

PA to DE. I remember his love for the Camaro and his family. I have great memories of his

friendship and our years from working together. I will miss him. Please accept my sincere

condolences for your loss.Joe Lembo

May 11 at 10:04 AM

NC

TF The Downs Family sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Downs family.

May 11 at 8:00 AM

PAGE 8 OF 24



Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Downs family.

May 10 at 7:36 PM

TF

Margueritte Mertz May 14 at 2:44 AM

Aunt Mary, you know how important family was to Fred. He loved you and truly treasured the

connection to our Dad through our Downs family. I know you know how important you are to

Fred, Nancy and me. We love you very much and are truly devastated by his loss.

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:15 PM

Aunt Mary thank you for being such a wonderful aunt to Fred. He adored you. xoxo

Nancy Crass May 11 at 2:39 AM

Aunt Mary, he loved you very much. He especially enjoyed your sense of humor.

The Palestini Family May 10 at 7:15 PM

The Palestini Family

The Palestini Family lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

May 10 at 7:14 PM

NC

TF

Anonymous sent a Guiding Light Bouquet to the Downs family.

May 10 at 7:01 PM

CH Christina  posted:

Fred and I only knew each other a short time but our admiration of each other was undeniable. We

shared so much together these past three months and we're looking forward to a future tigether.

May 10 at 7:00 PM
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

SA Sarah posted:

RIP

May 10 at 6:54 PM

Anonymous sent a Guiding Light Bouquet to the Downs family.

May 10 at 5:34 PM

NH

Tina  Downs May 11 at 10:59 PM

Nelson Fred had such kind words for you. He really enjoyed how well the two of you

worked together.

Nancy Crass May 11 at 2:45 AM

We are happy that you shared your thoughts about Fred. He was a very good man. Thank

you.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 5:17 PM

Thank you, Nelson!

Nelson Hill posted:

Fred was a great person. I met him when he came to Allens as the HR Manager and I was the

Union Rep. We both cared about the people and he was a man of his word. I considered him a

friend.

May 10 at 5:11 PM

NC

Anonymous sent a Vivid Recollections to the Downs family.

May 10 at 5:06 PM

PAGE 10 OF 24



Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
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ST

Tina  Downs May 11 at 10:59 PM

I know your dad is happy to have Freddy in Heaven with him. They must be having a great

time together.

Nancy Crass May 11 at 2:42 AM

Staci, my brother and your dad were so very close. Fred took his death very hard but

always said that Uncle Lee had made the most of every moment. Wonderful men.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 5:16 PM

Yes, they certainly did, Staci! XOXO

Staci posted:

Freddy and my dad had just a good time together. We need to remember how much they enjoyed

life.

May 10 at 5:00 PM

NC

SL

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 5:16 PM

Thanks so much, Sarah.

Sarah Carney Latini lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

Margueritte- sending love to your family from ours. Sarah Latini

May 10 at 4:34 PM

Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Downs family.

May 10 at 2:43 PM
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
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RV

Nancy Crass May 14 at 7:27 AM

We have wonderful memories of Woodlawn and your family. So sorry to hear about your

mom. Thank you for your kind words. We will miss him terribly.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:34 PM

Thank you so much, Rich! We are so grateful for your kindness at this sad time, God Bless

you nad your family! Margueritte and Nancy

Rich Venuti posted:

Marguerite, Nancy and Family,On behalf of my father, Rich Sr. and brother Steve, please accept

our condolences on your loss. I will keep Fred and all of you in my prayers. From your old

neighbors across the street on Woodlawn Avenue. God Bless.Sincerely,Rich Venuti, Jr.

May 10 at 9:56 AM

NC

Anonymous sent an Ocean Breeze Spray to the Downs family.

May 10 at 9:23 AM

Anonymous sent a Magnificent Life Spray to the Downs family.

May 10 at 4:40 AM

TC

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:38 PM

Tom, our hearts are breaking and I know no one better than you understands this immense

loss. We appreciate your kind words.

Tom  Carman posted:

Margueritte and Nancy Ann please accept my condolences for the loss of Freddie. A very sad

passing and I know your deep feelings of loss. You and the families will all be in my thoughts and

prayers.My heartfelt condolences,Tom Carman

May 9 at 3:22 PM
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Downs family.

May 9 at 1:15 PM

SG

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:39 PM

Thank you, Shannon. Your kindness is deeply appreciated more than you know.

Shannon Gettier  posted:

Margueritte and FamilyPlease accept my most heartfelt condolences that I hope will help you

through this difficult time. May you always hold fond memories of your time together. Thinking of

you and your family at this most difficult time. You have my deepest condolences. Shannon

Gettier

May 9 at 10:59 AM

GB

Nancy Crass May 11 at 2:50 AM

Gina, oh how I remember running Woodlawn, Keystone, Hiltop.....such an innocent time. I

always think of you with a smile. Great memories of you, your family and that "castle"

house. We are heartbroken, but hearing from old friends helps so much to ease the pain.

Thank you so much for writing.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:40 PM

Thanks for sharing such happy memories, Gina. It made me smile.

Gina  Boyle posted:

Freddie was part of the Woodlawn Avenue family. Marguerite had a special place as did Fred but

Nancy was my friend. We knew who lived in every house up and down and the cross streets. I

have memories of the front porch area. , Mr. and Mrs. Downs always opened the door to me. - but

I will never forget the above ground pool that made summer so great. Right? My heart goes out to

the family as I feel that break in your heart. I am reassured by Freddie's' obituary that he was on

the right path and may our goal be, to get where he is.

May 9 at 10:54 AM

NC
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Downs family.

May 9 at 8:13 AM

Anonymous sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Downs family.

May 9 at 5:18 AM

MU

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:13 PM

Thank you Mary.

Mary Underwood lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

May 9 at 4:09 AM
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

DD

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:04 PM

Thank you Mary Beth. I know Fred is so proud of Alex and Lee right now for how mature

and responsible they have been during this difficult time. They are great kids and they will

miss him deeply.

Nancy Crass May 11 at 2:52 AM

Can't wait for you to be here and help us celebrate his life.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:43 PM

Thank you, Dan!

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:42 PM

Love you, Mary Beth!

Mary Beth Ingersoll May 9 at 6:49 AM

Unbelievable and sad- To the family of Fred you were so blessed to share his ❤️To the

Children of Fred you were loved beyond by your father He spoke constantly and shared

how proud he was to be your DAD you were given a gift at birth and I pray you are able to

carry this gift with you until you meet him again one day. I was so lucky to witness Fred with

the love he shared for his best friends his sisters . Be at peace Fred and we will continue

your Love until we see you again rest! Xo an old friend Thank you for your kindness and

friendship

Dan Durishan posted:

I met Fred and others through a mutual friend who was part of the planning team for the the Laps

For Life event that Rich mentions.Fred was among the very first friends I ever made who worked

for a competing employer. We'd rib each other occasionally, but it was in good fun. The only thing

that mattered to us was to do a good job for a very worthy cause. l'll always remember him for

that.Fred was a good guy to be around.I am very saddened for those who love him.

May 9 at 2:35 AM

NC

MI
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
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MD

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:13 PM

Thank you MaryAnn.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:45 PM

Thanks, MaryAnn!

Maryann Dougherty lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

May 9 at 1:00 AM

RA

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:05 PM

Thank you Rich. Fred loved the AmEx years.

Nancy Crass May 11 at 2:53 AM

Wonderful knowing that he was so loved. Thank you.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:43 PM

Thank you for your kind words, RIch!

Rich Alterman posted:

Fred and I worked together at American Expressed Centurion Bank in the late 80s. I always

enjoyed spending time with him in and out of the office. Writing this made me remember a fond

memory of Fred helping me with a Laps For Life biking event for the American Cancer Society, DE

chapter.My thoughts are with all of his loved one during this difficult time.With my sympathies,Rich

AltermanAlpharetta, GA.

May 9 at 12:04 AM

NC
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NP

Nancy Crass May 11 at 2:54 AM

Thank you for posting some pictures for us.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:46 PM

Thank you, Neil!

Neil Pagano May 8 at 6:16 PM

Well Fred I knew you since you were born, you were a Genuine lovable young man. I'm

Deeply sorry you have passed away. Ill always keep you in my heart and pray you resting

with your parents. Rest in peace my friend

Neil Pagano lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

May 8 at 6:13 PM

NC

NP

LS Linda  Schrimshire posted:

My deepest condolences to you and your family! May God give you strength during this difficult

time.

May 8 at 5:11 PM

JO Josephine lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

May 8 at 4:06 PM
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Tribute Wall Frederick James Downs
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JO

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:06 PM

Thank you for your kind words Josephine. Fred was a mentor to many Boy Scout who truly

respected him.

Nancy Crass May 11 at 2:59 AM

Fred loved working with young people. Thank you for your kind words.

Josephine posted:

I worked with Fred at American Express Centurion bank. He was a wonderful, down-to-earth,

genuinely nice person. Just last spring, he was recruiting students and interviewed my son. Very

sorry for your loss.

May 8 at 4:05 PM

NC

LZ

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:06 PM

He sue love camping with the Boy Scouts and leaders. Thanks for sharing Liz and Ed. xoxo

Nancy Crass May 11 at 3:00 AM

Exactly as I imagine him. Thank you.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:48 PM

Thank you for sharing!

Liz And Ed Zehner  shared an album called Fred at the campsite.

May 8 at 3:51 PM

NC

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Downs family.

May 8 at 3:04 PM
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JA

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:08 PM

Thank you Jon. Fred enjoyed working with you so much and I know he was admired by his

employee and coworkers.

Nancy Crass May 11 at 3:02 AM

Yes, he was an exceptional father, brother and friend. We will miss him desperately.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:49 PM

Thank you for your kindness, Jon!

Jon Andrews posted:

Fred and I worked together during his years at Allen Foods as Human Resources Managers. He

cared for his employees and was a good mediator during disputes. A great family man, Scout

supporter and boater. We will miss him. My prayers for his family in this difficult time.

May 8 at 1:35 PM

NC

JR Jeanette Kubler  Ross lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

May 8 at 11:42 AM

JU

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:49 PM

Thank you so much!

Judy May 8 at 10:44 AM

My Deepest sympathy to the family.

Judy lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

May 8 at 10:36 AM

JU
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TM

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:08 PM

Thank you Tracy. Fred had so many kind words about you.

Nancy Crass May 11 at 3:03 AM

Thank you for your words of comfort.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 3:50 PM

Thank you, Tracy.

Tracy Morris posted:

So very sorry for your loss. I worked with Fred at Allen Family Foods. He was a great man!

May 8 at 10:31 AM

NC

DO

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:09 PM

Thank you my dear friend. xoxoxo

Donna  D'onofrio lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

May 8 at 10:27 AM

LG Love, Katie And Tim  Rundall And Vincent Gaitley sent a Peaceful White Lilies

Basket to the Downs family.

May 8 at 9:58 AM

Anonymous sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the Downs family.

May 8 at 9:26 AM
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AR

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:09 PM

Thank you so much Aprile. We all had some great Thanksgiving celebrations together. xoxo

Aprile, John May 8 at 9:01 AM

Our deepest sympathy. Hugs to Lee and Alex. Forever in our prayers. John, Aprile & Mike

Aprile, John & Mike Rolfe lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

May 8 at 8:58 AM

AJ

GR

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:10 PM

Thank you Greg. He loved working at Dover Downs.

Nancy Crass May 11 at 3:04 AM

Greg, thank you for your kind words.

Greg posted:

My deepest sympathies...I worked with Fred while he was at Dover Downs. A great man, he will be

truly missed. God bless.

May 8 at 8:57 AM

NC

TB

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:11 PM

Thank you Tammy and Johnnie B. We have so many wonderful memories of great times

with all of you. xoxo

Nancy Crass May 11 at 3:05 AM

Fred loved his neighbors. Thank you.

The Burtons posted:

So Sorry to hear, our thoughts and prayers to Lee and Alex!

May 8 at 7:57 AM

NC
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TE

Tina  Downs May 11 at 11:12 PM

Thank you RoseAnn. Fred loved the Am Ex years.

Margueritte Mertz May 10 at 4:09 PM

Thank you, RoseAnn

Rosrann Singles May 9 at 3:44 PM

I also worked with Fred at American EXpress. He always had a smile and a kind word for

everyone. May his family find peace , comfort, & strength during this difficult time. RoseAnn

Michlin Singles

Vincent Gaitley May 8 at 4:49 PM

God bless Fred, his children, his lovely sisters, and their families. May he rest in peace.

Cathy O'hagan Antonakis May 8 at 11:30 AM

Fredie, when I lived in Folcroft you and Tina your cousin were my best friends and help me

out a lot. Yes you always had to ask your mom what she was cooking first. The three of us

got thru some bad time together. I use to hide the food I cooked until you helped me. You

and your Cousin Tina were my sunshine. You will be miss by your family, friends and me.

Cathy O'Hagan Antonakis

Teri lit a candle in honor of Frederick .

May 8 at 7:27 AM

RS

VG

CA

PAGE 22 OF 24



Media Frederick James Downs
SEP  2 8 , 19 5 9  -  MAY 4, 2 0 17

LZ Liz And Ed Zehner shared a photo to the Fred at the campsite album. May 8 at 3:51 PM

Fred loved to  camp with the Scouts. He was  a fun Leader and his  Scout family will miss  him

dearly!!
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Frederick by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


